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1. What measures does your municipality have that support healthy and sustainable food/ 
agriculture? 
Category	 Yes	 No	 Comment	

Run healthy eating campaigns	 	x	 	 5-	part	series	on	healthy	eating	at	the	SSF	
library,	presented	by	Fresh	Approach	

Run sustainable/local/organic 
food campaigns	

	 x	 	

Create opportunities for the public 
to see, taste and learn	

x	 	 Farmers’	Markets	

Map and promote community food 
projects	

	 x	 	

Support and/or collaborate with 
food/agricultural nonprofits	

x	 	 Collaboration	with	Fresh	Approach,	and	
Pacific	Coast	Farmers'	Market	Association	

Composting services / education 
for residences and/or businesses	

x	 	 Composting	workshops	for	the	public,	
Recycling	and	Food	Scrap	
Collection	workshop,		

South	San	Francisco	scavenger	picks	up	
green	waste	

Community Gardens	 x	 	 	

Farmers Markets	 x	 	 	

Tool & seed libraries	 	 x	 	

Food, cooking, composting, 
and/or nutrition education 
programs	

x	 	 Nutrition	and	cooking	classes	by	Fresh	
Approach,	classes	in	English	and	Spanish,	
Cookin’	the	Market	demonstrations,	
Cooking	with	Chef	Ava	classes,	composting	
workshops	and	classes		

Incubating food businesses or 
otherwise supporting innovation in 
the food & agriculture sectors? 	

x	 	 We	don’t	specifically	have	these	
programs,	but	have	an	economic	
development	division	that	supports	
business	and	economic	development,	
including	food	and	agriculture	innovation.	
We	have	several	zoning	districts	
throughout	the	City	that	permit	food	
preparation	and	research	+	development	
uses.		

Other measures	 	 	 	

	



	

2. What policies has your municipality enacted to encourage sustainable food1?  
Category	 Yes	 No	 Comment	

Food procurement policy (i.e. Los 
Angeles’ Good Food LA program)	

	 x	 	

Promotion of neighborhood gardens 
(i.e. implementing AB551 in your 
community2)	

	 x	 	

Agricultural rates for water usage 
and/or property taxes	

	 x	 We	are	an	urbanized	city	and	do	not	have	
agricultural	land	

Promotion of farmer’s markets, farm 
stands or similar	

x	 	 Promotion	of	the	farmers	market	on	the	
City	website,	via	email	communication,	
and	social	media		

Policies that promote healthy food 
establishments and/or restrict new 
development of unhealthy or fast 
food establishments	

x	 	 We	do	not	prohibit	fast	food	restaurants,	
but	our	zoning	code	prohibits	drive-
through	facilities	which	are	often	ancillary	
to	fast	food	restaurants	and	can	
contribute	to	unhealthy	lifestyles.		

Policies that promote green carts	 	 x	 	

Policies that promote beekeeping	 	 x	 	

Policies that promote chicken 
raising	

x	 	 Our	zoning	code	permits	keeping	chickens		

Policies that promote edible 
landscapes	

	 x	 	

Other Measures	 	 	 	

	

3. What steps has your city taken to address hunger/food insecurity, food deserts/swamps, and 
access to healthy food for all the municipality's residents? (i.e. support of local food banks, healthy 
corner store programs, etc.)  
	
Nutrition	Programs	–	lunch	is	offered	for	seniors	for	a	reduced	priced	on	a	daily	basis	(weekdays).	
	
4. Besides those discussed above, are there other projects or efforts your municipality has 
undertaken to develop a more sustainable food system?   
	
The	City	of	South	San	Francisco	is	a	participant	in	the	Let’s	Move	Cities,	Towns	and	Counties	(LMCTC)	which	is	a	program	
to	adopt	long-term	sustainable	and	holistic	approaches	to	addressing	childhood	obesity.	One	of	the	goals	of	the	program	
includes	healthy	eating	program	and	policies.	
	
																																																													
1	Consider	and	report	on	zoning,	permitting,	fees	and	other	steps	necessary	to,	for	example,	create	a	community	garden	or	engage	
in	urban	agriculture.	
2	For	additional	information,	the	San	Mateo	County	Food	System	Alliance	-	Report	on	Urban	Agriculture	Incentive	Zone	(AB551)	
Implementation	in	San	Mateo	County	can	be	found	at	https://sanmateofoodsystemalliance.wordpress.com/resources/	



5. Are there any food-related measures/policies that your municipality is interested in but has not 
taken action on, and what are the challenges to moving them forward? 
	
Currently	we	do	not	have	additional	food	related	measures	and	policies	that	we	are	considering	in	the	short-term.	We	
are	interested	to	know	what	other	cities	in	San	Mateo	County	are	implementing	regarding	food	measures	and	policies,	
and	successes	and	challenges	that	they	have	encountered.		
	
6. What sustainable programs / projects (other than food-related) has your city implemented that 
you would like us to include in our Indicators Report? 
	
City	of	SSF	has	many	sustainability	programs	and	projects,	many	of	which	are	included	in	our	Climate	Action	Plan	
(adopted	in	2014),	and	a	Pedestrian	and	Bicycle	Master	Plan.	We	also	have	land	use	and	transportation	policies	to	
support	and	incentivize	transit-oriented	development;	transportation	demand	management	(TDM)	policies;	
participation	in	the	PACE	program;	energy	upgrades	to	municipal	facilities;	participation	in	a	Community	Choice	
Aggregation	program;	and,	drought-resistant	landscaping	requirements.	The	City	also	completed	a	Sustainability	Action	
Plan,	aimed	at	reducing	energy,	water	and	waste	at	municipal	facilities.		
	
	
7. The Indicators Report covers more than 40 sustainability indicators addressing the three E’s – 
economy, environment and equity. Please describe any other initiatives that showcase progress your 
municipality is making towards sustainability. 	
 
The	City	of	South	San	Francisco	has	many	sustainability	efforts,	working	towards	reducing	energy,	waste	and	water	
usage.		
We	have	implemented	significant	municipal	water	conservation	efforts,	and	reduced	our	municipal	water	use	by	50%.	
The	City	has	also	developed	a	municipal	Sustainability	Action	Plan,	and	have	replaced	many	street	lights	and	facility	
lighting	with	LEDs,	in	order	to	save	energy.	The	City	also	has	a	Chief	Sustainability	Officer,	in	charge	of	leading	and	
implementing	sustainability	projects.	


