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1. What measures does your municipality have that support healthy and sustainable food/ 
agriculture? 
Category	 Yes	 No	 Comment	

Run healthy eating campaigns	 		 X	 	

Run sustainable/local/organic 
food campaigns	

X	 	 	

Create opportunities for the public 
to see, taste and learn	

X	 	 At	farmers’	market	including	demos;	film	
series	

Map and promote community food 
projects	

	 X	 ?	

Support and/or collaborate with 
food/agricultural nonprofits	

X	 	 	

Composting services / education 
for residences and/or businesses	

X	 	 	

Community Gardens	 	 X	 	

Farmers Markets	 X	 	 Weekly,	year-round	farmers’	market	

Tool & seed libraries	 	 X	 	

Food, cooking, composting, 
and/or nutrition education 
programs	

X	 	 Demos	at	farmers’	market;	Annual	Earth	
Fair	and	film	series	

Incubating food businesses or 
otherwise supporting innovation in 
the food & agriculture sectors? 	

X	 	 Yes,	through	the	farmers’	market	

Other measures	 	 	 	

	
	

2. What policies has your municipality enacted to encourage sustainable food1?  
Category	 Yes	 No	 Comment	

Food procurement policy (i.e. Los 
Angeles’ Good Food LA program)	

	 X	 	

Promotion of neighborhood gardens 
(i.e. implementing AB551 in your 

	 X	 	

																																																													
1	Consider	and	report	on	zoning,	permitting,	fees	and	other	steps	necessary	to,	for	example,	create	a	community	garden	or	engage	
in	urban	agriculture.	



community2)	

Agricultural rates for water usage 
and/or property taxes	

See	
com
ment
s	

	 Water	usage	rates	are	determined	by	
CalWater;	Property	taxes	are	determined	
by	the	County;	If	the	property	is	in	a	
Williamson	act	contract,	it	qualifies	for	
lower	property	tax	rate.	

Promotion of farmer’s markets, farm 
stands or similar	

X	 	 Yes,	weekly	farmers’	market	at	the	Town	
Center;	the	Town	promotes	it	through	our	
communication	channels	

Policies that promote healthy food 
establishments and/or restrict new 
development of unhealthy or fast 
food establishments	

	 X	 	

Policies that promote green carts	 	 X	 	

Policies that promote beekeeping	 n/a	 	 Defer	to	County	regulations	

Policies that promote chicken 
raising	

n/a	 	 Defer	to	County	regulations	

Policies that promote edible 
landscapes	

	 X	 	

Other Measures	 	 	 	

	

3. What steps has your city taken to address hunger/food insecurity, food deserts/swamps, and 
access to healthy food for all the municipality's residents? (i.e. support of local food banks, healthy 
corner store programs, etc.) n/a 
	
	
	
4. Besides those discussed above, are there other projects or efforts your municipality has 
undertaken to develop a more sustainable food system?  The Town’s main effort in this area has been in 
supporting the weekly farmers’ market and encouraging instructors to host classes in the Community Hall. In 
addition, at our Earth Fair on Saturday, April 23rd, we will launch a community-wide food waste challenge using 
the EPA’s Food Too Good to Waste program. 
	
	
5. Are there any food-related measures/policies that your municipality is interested in but has not 
taken action on, and what are the challenges to moving them forward? There has been some interest 
from the community in starting a community garden, but it is a competing use with values around keeping the 
Town’s open space natural. 
	
	
6. What sustainable programs / projects (other than food-related) has your city implemented that 
you would like us to include in our Indicators Report? See #9 
	
	
																																																													
2	For	additional	information,	the	San	Mateo	County	Food	System	Alliance	-	Report	on	Urban	Agriculture	Incentive	Zone	(AB551)	
Implementation	in	San	Mateo	County	can	be	found	at	https://sanmateofoodsystemalliance.wordpress.com/resources/	



	
	
7. The Indicators Report covers more than 40 sustainability indicators addressing the three E’s – 
economy, environment and equity. Please describe any other initiatives that showcase progress your 
municipality is making towards sustainability.  
To assist residents in meeting the State’s 36% water use reduction requirement, the Town engaged High 
Energy Analytics (HEA) to design a water analysis tool. The goal was to capture residents’ attention while they 
were focused on the drought to help them take actions that would result in long term, persistent savings. The 
HEA program fosters engagement through an interactive platform, which is enter some data, learn 
something, receive recommendations. Town staff and Water Conservation Committee members worked 
with HEA to develop and refine the water analysis tool to be ready to launch with the July 2015 release of 
the first water bills to include surcharges. On July 23, 2015, the committee successfully branded and 
launched the water analysis tool as the H2Oknow Tool. Below are key features of the tool: 

∗ Pulls in billing data from CalWater using customer account # 
∗ Pulls in house/property data from Zillow 
∗ Conducts rough assessment of Indoor vs Outdoor Use 
∗ Provides info on water use and water budget 
∗ Asks additional questions about appliances and characteristics of home, yard & irrigation practices 
∗ Creates a list of top 3 recommendations 

 
In addition to analyzing a resident’s water use online, users of the H2Oknow Tool also receive a monthly 
email that gives feedback on their progress. Consistent feedback has proven very effective in creating 
persistent savings. The Town’s efforts in creating and utilizing the H2Oknow Tool as a vehicle for 
educating residents about their water use has resulted in the town as a whole meeting its 36% reduction 
requirement 6 out of the last 7 months and in a cumulative reduction of 41% from June to December 
2015. In addition to the water savings, these efforts have resulted in an easy-to-use, replicable tool that 
could be utilized by other jurisdictions or organizations.  


