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1. What measures does your municipality have that support healthy and sustainable food/ 
agriculture? 
Category	 Yes	 No	 Comment	

Run healthy eating campaigns	 x	 	 On	a	monthly	basis	wellness	e-newsletters	
are	emailed	to	staff.	The	newsletter	
focuses	on	mental,	physical	and	
nutritional	health.		

Run sustainable/local/organic 
food campaigns	

	 x	 	

Create opportunities for the public 
to see, taste and learn	

	 x	 	

Map and promote community food 
projects	

	 x	 	

Support and/or collaborate with 
food/agricultural nonprofits	

	 x	 	

Composting services / education 
for residences and/or businesses	

x	 	 The	Open	Space	and	Ecology	committee	
and	South	San	Francisco	Scavenger	both	
conduct	outreach	and	education	to	the	
community	to	participate	in	a	food	scrap	
collection	program	and	properly	compost	
food	scraps.	

Community Gardens	 x	 	 There	is	currently	one	community	garden	
with	30+	rented	planter	areas	that	is	at	full	
capacity.		A	second	community	garden	will	
be	considered	this	year.	

Farmers Markets	 x	 	 The	City	of	Brisbane	supports		a	year-
round	Farmer’s	Market	and	actively	
advertises	the	vendors.			

Tool & seed libraries	 	 x	 	

Food, cooking, composting, 
and/or nutrition education 
programs	

	 x	 	

Incubating food businesses or 
otherwise supporting innovation in 
the food & agriculture sectors? 	

	 x	 	

Other measures	 	 x	 	

	



	

2. What policies has your municipality enacted to encourage sustainable food1?  
Category	 Yes	 No	 Comment	

Food procurement policy (i.e. Los 
Angeles’ Good Food LA program)	

	 x	 	

Promotion of neighborhood gardens 
(i.e. implementing AB551 in your 
community2)	

	 	 	

Agricultural rates for water usage 
and/or property taxes	

	 x	 	

Promotion of farmer’s markets, farm 
stands or similar	

x	 	 The	Brisbane	Farmer’s	market	is	
promoted	through	sign	boards	and	social	
media	including	the	city’s	website.	City	
placed	a	changeable	message	sign	on	
Bayshore	Blvd.,	a	principal	arterial,	for	
several	months	to	promote	the	farmer’s	
market.		Coupons	for	farmer’s	market	
“Moola	Dollars”	were	printed	in	city	
newspaper.	

Policies that promote healthy food 
establishments and/or restrict new 
development of unhealthy or fast 
food establishments	

	 x	 	

Policies that promote green carts	 	 x	 	

Policies that promote beekeeping	 x	 	 Bee	boxes	are	maintained	by	residents	on	
City	property	adjacent	to	the	
aforementioned	community	garden.		The	
honey	is	sold	at	the	Farmer’s	Market.	

Policies that promote chicken 
raising	

x	 	 Raising	chickens	is	not	prohibited,	but	
ordinances	include	restrictions	on	number	
and	location.	

Policies that promote edible 
landscapes	

	 x	 	

Other Measures	 	 x	 	

	

3. What steps has your city taken to address hunger/food insecurity, food deserts/swamps, and 
access to healthy food for all the municipality's residents? (i.e. support of local food banks, healthy 
corner store programs, etc.)  
 
																																																													
1	Consider	and	report	on	zoning,	permitting,	fees	and	other	steps	necessary	to,	for	example,	create	a	community	garden	or	engage	
in	urban	agriculture.	
2	For	additional	information,	the	San	Mateo	County	Food	System	Alliance	-	Report	on	Urban	Agriculture	Incentive	Zone	(AB551)	
Implementation	in	San	Mateo	County	can	be	found	at	https://sanmateofoodsystemalliance.wordpress.com/resources/	



An annual holiday season canned food drive is held at City Hall. The food is distributed to local families. 
	
	
4. Besides those discussed above, are there other projects or efforts your municipality has 
undertaken to develop a more sustainable food system?   
 
- Brisbane has adopted San Mateo County’s Plastic bag and Polystyrene ban ordinances. Outreach from both 
the County and Brisbane was done when the ordinances were adopted. Non-compliant restaurants are 
reported to the county.  
  
	
5. Are there any food-related measures/policies that your municipality is interested in but has not 
taken action on, and what are the challenges to moving them forward? 
 
- The Open Space and Ecology committee suggested a sorting steward at local events to help attendees sort 
compost, trash and recycling correctly. Events typically occur in the summer, and volunteers/staffing has not 
been determined.  
	
	
6. What sustainable programs / projects (other than food-related) has your city implemented that 
you would like us to include in our Indicators Report? 
 
- Brisbane’s Climate Action Plan (CAP) was adopted late last year, along with the CAP the Climate-friendly 
Purchasing Guide (CFPG) was developed and adopted and placed in the indices of the CAP. One of the goals 
of the CFPG is to reduce the amount of single use utensils and plates at public events, city hall and other 
Brisbane municipal buildings. The CAP also includes a measure to implement food scrap composting in 
municipal facilities and encourage/educate the public about food scrap composting at schools and businesses. 
 
- Council accepted the Baylands Sustainability Framework in November of 2015, which will inform any future 
development on the Brisbane Baylands to follow ten One Planet Principles: Zero carbon buildings, Zero waste, 
Sustainable transportation, Local and sustainable materials, Local and sustainable food, Sustainable water, 
Open space and habitat, Culture and heritage, and Economic vitality with equity & ecology, and Recreation, 
health, safety & happiness.  
 

o The Zero waste portion of the framework outlines the goal to get to zero waste by 2020, 
reducing materials sent to the landfill to no more than 2%. This goal will increase the amount of 
composting and decrease food waste.  

 
o The Local and sustainable food goal in the framework is to promote healthy diet choices that 

consist of local, organic, seasonal and minimally packaged foods. This will reduce the 
consumption of processed foods, which have a negative impact on the environment. Food 
growing will be implemented on-site where appropriate. Brisbane will set standards and 
incentivize local and sustainable foods in markets and restaurants that may become established 
in the Baylands. There is a possibility that an urban farm will be developed on Ice House Hill, in 
partnership with local school or CSA farmer.  

	
	
	


