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INTRODUCTION
What Is Sustainability?

Living sustainably means we meet today’s needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs.
A sustainable community maintains a healthy environment, society, and economy, thereby providing a productive and
meaningful life for all community residents, present and future.

The environment, society, and economy are interconnected. A healthy economy is dependent on a healthy society, and both are de-
pendent on a healthy environment. A disruption in any one area affects the health of the other two.
IRO "‘“** Sustainable planning recognizes this interconnection.

LOCIEr, s Sustainability requires that we manage our affairs so our economy and society can continue to exist
without destroying the natural environment on which we all depend. Sustainable communities acknowl-
edge that there are limits to the natural, social,and built systems upon which we depend. Key questions
asked in a sustainable community include: “Are we using this resource faster than it can be renewed?”
and “Are we enhancing the social and human capital upon which our community depends?”

What Is an Indicator?

“Indicators” are statistics and trends that display the direction in which a particular condition is heading.
Indicators measure whether a community is getting better or worse at providing all its members with a

productive, enjoyable life, both now and prospectively in the future. Communities are increasingly using indicators to gauge whether
they are moving toward sustainability.

What Would a Sustainable San Mateo County Be Like?

A sustainable San Mateo County would ...

... have
clean air and
water and would be
free from pollution.
Its natural resources

... meet the
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community members.
It would provide

good schools, affordable

have a strong
economy that fosters sound

would ) ‘ businesses, government, and non-
be replaced, not housing, a;:d the ETS'C profit entities. It would provide jobs,
depleted. services t atl.ena e meet basic community needs, and offer a
Its healthy everyone to live ground for innovation. Its strong economy
environment comfortably. would create a solid foundation for
would have Its healthy society society.
natural would foster a wide
spaces where sense of individual

animals and responsibility
plants for the community.
can thrive.





