
The tenth anniversary edition of  Indi-
cators for a Sustainable San Mateo County 
evaluates 31 òindicatorsó or trends 
that, taken together, form a snapshot 
of  sustainability in our county over 
the past decade.  In addition to 
featuring 10-year trends, the report 
contains a special section high-

lighting the progress of  our cities and 
county in moving toward sustainability.

Living sustainably means we meet todayõs needs without com-
promising the ability of  future generations to meet their needs. A 
sustainable community maintains a healthy environment, society, 
and economy, thereby providing a productive and meaningful life 
for all community members, present and future.
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The countyõs job base is well diversified among several industries 
and company sizes. Diversification provides economic stability in 
the event of  a decline in any one sector.

-NVDQ TMDLOKNXLDMS
The economy has recovered over the past 2 years, as unemploy-
ment has dropped from 5.1 percent in 2003 to 4.3 percent in 2005.

Data sources: U.S. Department of  Labor and California Employment 
Development Department
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Installations of  solar photovoltaic systems, a renewable energy 
source, increased 63 percent in 2005 although solar still repre-
sents a tiny fraction of  the countyõs total energy use.
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Countywide estimated gasoline use has declined by 10 percent 
from its high in 2001, and alternative fuels and more fuel-efficient 
vehicles are becoming more prevalent. These are positive trends 
considering that transportation accounts for more than half  of  
the total carbon emissions in the county.  
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Years of  potential life lost because of  premature death have 
dropped 35 percent over the past 10 years, suggesting improve-
ments in community health.
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Cities are slowly but increasingly exploring green building ap-
proaches that conserve resources like energy and water, increase 
productivity, and provide healthier interior spaces.
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Transit ridership increased from 9 percent to 12 percent over the 
past year, and several communities are constructing high-density 
residential and retail units in close proximity to major transit 
centers. 
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The number of  leaking underground storage tanks has declined 
by more than half  in 10 years.

-DRR V@RSD
Waste disposed into landfills is down 19 percent since 2000.
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Drinking water quality has improved markedly with the switch 
to chloramine disinfectant, with levels of  TTHMs, a potential 
carcinogen, down 25 percent. 
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The countywide Academic Performance Index (API) is up 12 
percent over the past 6 years. Per pupil spending is up 29 percent 
over the past 10 years.  

Data sources: RAND California, California Department of  Education, and Na-
tional Education Association
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Acres of  city parks per capita increased 23 percent over the past 
year but remained 33 to 46 percent less than the level recommend-
ed by the National Parks and Recreation Association.
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Childrenõs health insurance coverage has improved with the 
Childrenõs Health Initiative, contributing to a 66 percent increase 
in the number of  children enrolled in Medi-Cal, Healthy Families, 
and Healthy Kids.
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