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This yearôs Sustainable San Mateo County Awards 
event was perhaps the best yet. 250 community leaders 
honored the award winners on Thursday, February 16, 
2006, at the Clarion Hotel in Millbrae. Spirits were high, 
the food and wine were excellent, and both the silent 
and live auction added excitement to the evening. Short 
videos about each winner really brought the principles 
of sustainability to life. Many thanks to all the people 
who helped make the evening such a success.

The Sustainable San Mateo County Awards celebrate 
and honor businesses, government programs, com-
munity groups, and individuals that have demonstrated 
an outstanding commitment to sustainable practices 
in their work. The 2006 
award winners were:

San Mateo City Council-
person SUE LEMPERT 
has worked tirelessly to 
implement policies which 
are consistent with sustainability concepts -- a healthy 
economy in balance with social equity and environmen-
tal conservation. She initiated the Rail Corridor Plan to 
encourage mixed-use, transit-oriented development, 
and she worked for the creation of Shoreline Park. She 
has pushed for San Mateo ñgreen buildingò standards, 
and is currently working on the cityôs Sustainable De-
velopment Policy.

APPLIED BIOSYSTEMS is an international biotech 
company that reduced hazardous waste by more 
than 50%. They retroýtted their Foster City campus 
with energy saving devices and are a leader in 
recycling. Employees get incentives to support car-
pooling and public transit. Applied Biosystems works 
with Community Gatepath and employs people with 
physical, mental and developmental disabilities. 

THE PENINSULA CONFLICT RESOLUTION 
CENTER is a non-proýt that helps groups to resolve 

conþict without litigation. For 19 years PCRC has aided 
individuals and organizations by identifying problems, 
developing viable options and reaching mutually satis-
factory agreements through non-adversarial processes. 
PCRC has 200 trained volunteers from many ethnic, 
social and educational backgrounds.

AMY WRIGHT has worked tire-
lessly to bring together donors 
and volunteers to build the New 
Beginnings Garden at Shelter 
Networkôs Haven House in 
Menlo Park. Her persistence 
netted more than $90,000 

of donations and 
over 900 volun-
teer hours. The 
garden supplies 
fresh fruit and vegetables for Shelter 
Networkôs residents, who are temporarily 

without permanent housing, and offers garden main-
tenance training.

Honorable Mentions go to: 

THE MARINE SCIENCE INSTITUTE in Redwood City 
for over 30 years of bringing students together with 
the environment on vessels, at camps, and with their 
scholarship program

ARTHUR & ELENA 
COURT AND ARTHUR 
COURT DESIGNS for 
their leadership in conser-
vation (investing to reduce 
energy, waste reduction, 
sustainable landscaping) 
and their generosity to lo-
cal and global causes.

Amy Wright

continued

Pat Brown and 
Joe Simitian
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S u s t a i n a b l e  S a n 
Mateo County, the 
County of San Mateo, 
and the San Mateo 
County Chapter of the 
American Institute of 
Architects present the 
Green Building Awards 
each year. The goal is 
to inspire and support 
sustainable design in 
architecture and to recognize the designers, builders, 
and owners of green buildings in San Mateo County. 
The 2006 winner is:

SUGEN LABORATORY, DES Architects, XL Construc-
tion. This interior remodel considered energy issues, 
the life-cycle of the buildingôs materials and systems, 
the well-being of the occupants, and the education of 
future visitors.  

Honorable Men-
tion goes to:

T H E  G R E E N 
SANCTUARY, a 
straw-bale yoga 
studio in Paciýca, 
for its use of primar-
ily organic materi-
als. Attention was 
given to engag-
ing the community 
through workshops on 
straw-bale construction, 
thus exposing many people to green building in 
action.  Project architect was Martin Hammer. 
The structure was built by Vital Systems and 
Moroso Construction. The creative owners are 
Quynh Nguyen and Craig Brown.

Green Building Winners

SSMC Indicators Team: Linda 
Bagneschi Dorrance, Adam 
Bennett and David Crabbe

Terry 
Lyngso, 
Debbie 
Mytels, 
Patricia 

Becker and 
Alane Weber

Kelly Moran, Mark Eliot and Jo Witt

Elena and Brandon Tomlinson, Bill Dewlaney and Carla Bagneschi

Ruth Peterson 
and Clem Molony 

Arthur & 
Elena Court 

 Dante Tosetti, Stan Ruben, Bill Bordin 
and Arlie Ferguson
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177 Bovet Road, 6th Floor 
San Mateo, CA 94402

650-638-2323 
650-341-1395, fax 

sustainablesanmateo.org

Ruth Peterson, Chair 
Marcia Pagels, Founder

 
Send us your email address 
and let us know you would like 
to receive The Sustainable 
Advocate via email. contact 
SSMCðsee above.

Awards Committee: Volun-
teers help to plan and imple-
ment the 8th annual recog-
nition event scheduled for 
February 2007.

Indicators Report Commit-
tee:  The 2006 report is our 
10th Anniversary edition. The 
committee determines the 
number and kind of indica-
tors and the overall content 
and look of the report. Vol-
unteers are also needed for 
the research and writing of 
the various indicators. 

Communications Committee:  
Help us publicize SSMCôs 
work.  

For more information contact 
SSMCðsee below.

This yearôs awards ceremony featured a video by Emmy-winning TV pro-
ducer Rick Bacigalupi. ñHighlighting the award winners was a real honor,ò 
he said after the dinner. ñI only hope the short pieces did justice to the 
important work the honorees are doing.ò

Rickôs production company, BaciPix (www.BaciPix.com), specializes in 
video for nonproýt organizations. His feature-length ýlm, ñA Lot in Common,ò 
documented the construction of an organic community garden in Berkeley, 
and aired on public TV stations nationally (www.ALotinCommon.com). He 
has developed and co-produced KQEDôs ñLocal Heroò spots since 1994, 
proýling more than 250 diverse Bay Area community leaders for broadcast 
on Channel 9 (including SSMC board member Roz Koo).

ñPutting the shorts together wasnôt hard,ò Rick explained. ñStories about 
sustainability tend to tell themselves. The value of taking care of our com-
munities and environment is self-evidentðitôs a no-brainer.ò

Gina Simi, Brian Sullivan and Dan Cruey

Tom Cronin and Roz Koo




