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Mark your calendars! The 2005 edition of Sustain-
able San Mateo Countyôs annual report, Indica-
tors for a Sustainable San Mateo County will be 
released April 11, 2005. This yearôs report contains 
several new indicators including: carbon emissions, 
ecological footprint, genuine progress indicator, 
childrenôs health, contaminated sites, pesticide 
use, arts participation, and volunteerism. Elec-
tronic copies will be available on the SSMC web 
site: www.sustainablesanmateo.org. Hard copies 
of the report will be distributed to all attendees of 
the Progress Seminar in Monterey on April 15th, 
or can be requested by contacting advocate@sus
tainablesanmateo.org or 650-638-2323.

Spirits were high at the Sustainable San Mateo County Awards. 
Now in its sixth year, the Awards were organized to honor the 
individuals, businesses, governments, non-profits, and educational 
groups who are dedicated to the long-term health and well being 
of our county. Models of smart behavior were on display and the 
audience of newcomers and familiar faces alike were reminded 
that you CAN do well by doing good. 

Board Chair Ruth Peterson and Award Program Chair Ricki 
McGlashan led off the evening by welcoming everyone to the 
event and recognizing the numerous elected public officials in 
the room. Next, San Mateo County Supervisor Jerry Hill served 
as auctioneer for the live auction - impressing everyone with his 
abilities. Finally, Mark Simon from Samtrans had the best job of 
the night: presenting the awards.

As they gave their acceptance speeches, it was evident that each 
recipient felt deeply honored and grateful to be recognized. A won-
derful addition to this yearõs program was excerpts from Peninsula 
Televisionõs interviews with the winners. The short clips provided 

audience members with a deeper understanding of the winners and 
their philosophies. Also 
presented during the 
evening were the San 
Mateo County Green 
Building Awards that 
recognize outstanding 
examples of sustain-
able construction in our 
county. 

Â The Cargill South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project was hailed 
by environmentalists as the òholy grail.ó Senator Dianne Feinstein 
said, òCargill is clearly doing a major public good and deserves deep 
appreciation.ó The project frees up 16,100 acres for use by local, 
state and federal wildlife agencies, increases Bay tidal wetlands by 
nearly 50 percent, and preserves 25 square miles of open space. 
It also improves water quality, flood control and provides crucial 

Above: SSMC 
Board Member Ricki 
McGlashan and SSMC 
Advisor and SM Co. 
Supervisor Jerry Hill
Left: SSMC Advisor 
Kay McCann and 
Board members 
Marcia Pagels, Ruth 
Peterson and Roz Koo

This yearõs Awards event was held on February 24 at the Grosvenor 
Hotel in South San Francisco. In addition to the main program, 
guests enjoyed a raffle, a silent auction, and a delicious dinner. 
Many thanks go to our event sponsors: Wells Fargo Bank, the San 
Mateo County Times, BFI, Lyngso Garden Materials, SBC, Seeõs 
Candies, Sequoia Hospital, Borel Private Bank & Trust Company, 
DES Architects + Engineers, Mills-Peninsula Health Services, Nibbi 
Brothers Construction, Norcal Waste Systems, PG&E. They helped 
make this the best Sustainable Awards event ever. Thank you 
everyone for supporting and recognizing sustainable behavior!




