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PSC Program Launched with
Dominican University Partnership

By Tyler Hammer

Sustainable San Mateo County is proud to announce the launch of the Pathway to
Sustainable Communities (PSC) program. In line with community feedback, the
center-piece of the PSC program will be an innovative new website which will serve
as the sustainability “hub” for San Mateo County.

Set to launch in 2009, the PSC “webtool” will build upon our successful Indicators
Report. Among a host of features, the webtool will 1) Provide recommended actions
and case studies within each indicator to stimulate sustainable trends; and 2) List
local businesses, nonprofits and agencies that provide services or products relevant
to each of the recommended actions.

The PSC“webtool” will make it easy to make the connections between what is happening
in each of the 33 indicators SSMC tracks and how people can positively influence
each indicator. In short, the website will provide tips, ideas and suggestions for cities,
businesses and community members to implement their sustainable programs.

To manage and conduct research for the PSC webtool, SSMC has partnered
with Dominican University of California. Led by Professor Sarah Diefendorf, the
Dominican team brings expertise and experience to the program with Dominican’s
Center for Sustainability and GreenMBA curriculum. Earthsite Web Developers will
serve as the technology partner for the program, and has delivered a number of
successful web-platforms such as Global Exchange’s Green Festival website (www.
GreenFestivals.com).

Please visit the SSMC website for more information about this exciting new program.
Seed money was provided by the following to help launch the PSC program: Silicon
Valley Community Foundation, San Francisco Foundation, PG&E, SAMCEDA and Bill
Lane. Thanks to our funders for sharing SSMC’s vision of stimulating sustainable
solutions in San Mateo County.

Planning For Our “Rendezvous With
Destiny”

“This ¢eneration has a rendezvous with destiny.”—President Franklin D. Roosevelt
By Don Weden (Retired) Planner, Santa Clara County

Will We Become “The Greatest Generations”?

How we respond to major challenges reveals much about our basic character as

individuals, as communities, and as a nation. Those Americans who came of age

during the Great Depression and World War Il and went on to build modern America
“Housing” continued on page 2
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SSMC Speaks to
Local Business
Leaders About

Their Role in

Sustainability

Outreach Director Tina King, along
with Insurance =~ Commissioner
Steve Poisner, addressed 150 local
business leaders at the San Mateo
County Economic Development
Association’s 56th Annual Meeting
in June. Mr. Poizner discussed
the challenges facing California’s
education system, economy,
government, infrastructure, and
global competitiveness.

Tina brought the discussion down
to a local level and discussed some
of the key issues of concern to
businesses, including availability of
affordable housing and the related
problem of businesses” ability to
attract workers at all income levels.
She suggested a number of ways
business leaders could help create a
more sustainable San Mateo County,
such as encouraging employees
to utilize existing incentives and
alternatives to commuting. Business
leaders could also make an impact
by encouraging local city leaders
and planners. to build mixed-use
housing and retail centers where
people could live within walking
distance to services and public
transportation.

SSMC was invited to speak at
several other local engagements this
quarter as well, including SamTrans
Employee Brownbag Luncheon,
Foster City Rotary, and San Carlos
General Plan Advisory Committee.
Tina also led the Going Beyond
Green:  Fostering  Sustainable
Communities Panel at this yeat’s
Progress Seminar ReMixed.

Housing, continued

have been described as “The Greatest Generation.” They took on immense
challenges, demonstrated enormous courage and imagination, made major
sacrifices, and achieved great successes. Today, Americans of all generations
are about to face serious, simultaneous challenges that will test whether we,
collectively, are worthy of being called “The Greatest Generations.”

The Challenge of Multiple, Structural Changes

We are beginning to experience the leading edge of major structural changes in
economic, demographic, and environmental conditions that will greatly impact
not only our lives, but also those of our children, our grandchildren, and future
generations. These structural changes involve our climate, the cost of oil, the
age structure of our population, and our competitiveness in the global economy,
among other things.

Unlike “cyclical” changes, where conditions eventually return to normal,
“structural” changes involve fundamental shifts in underlying conditions
such that things are not going to return to “normal.” Structural changes require
adaptations—we cannot afford to ignore them and hope that they will go away
or pass us by.

The Importance of How and Where We Will House Our Future Population
While these diverse changes may seem unrelated, they have one important
thing in common—our success in dealing with them will be determined to a
very large extent by the decisions we make about how and where we will house
our future population. The importance of those decisions cannot be overstated.
They may be among the most important decisions made by local governments
and local communities in the 21 Century.

A Critical Year with Long-Lasting Consequences

By July of next year, all 101 cities and 9 counties in the Bay Area will have
updated the housing elements of their general plans, as required by State law.
These planning activities will determine to a very large extent how and where
we will house our future population over the next decade. Consequently, they
constitute an important and relatively rare opportunity to help prepare our
local communities and our region for the major challenges that will be resulting
from the structural changes we will face.

We Need to Plan to Become
Intelligently More Urban

We cannot meet the challenges
of the coming structural changes
by continuing to house our future
population as we have in the past,
in ever-expanding, lower density,
automobile-dependent suburbs.
We will need to plan to become

intelligently more urban.

This will entail planning to house most of our future population within existing
urban areas, in livable, appropriately-located, mixed-use, higher density, well-
planned, sustainable, urban neighborhoods where walkability and proximity
to transit fulfill many of our mobility needs—and provide numerous other
economic, social, and environmental benefits to our communities.

A Test of Our Character and Imagination
Responsible planning to meet our communities’ future needs by becoming
intelligently more urban will inevitably involve growth and change—which we

may initially and instinctively resist.
continued on page 5



California’s Landmark Green Building
Legislation

By Gladwyn d’Souza and Casey Martin

InAugust,CaliforniabecamethefirststateinthenationtoadoptaGreenBuildingCode.
The ordinance, which applies to all new construction statewide, takes effect in 180 days
fromitsenactmentandwillbevoluntaryuntil2010 afterwhichitbecomes mandatory.
The California Building Standards Commission code sets targets for energy efficiency,
water consumption, diversion of construction waste from landfills and use of
environmentally sensitive materials in construction and design.

The targets include a 50% increase in landscape water conservation and a 15%
reduction in enerdy use compared to current standards, which cover commercial
and residential construction as well as schools of all levels, hospitals and other
public institutions. Comparatively, all of the measures if acted upon would equal
roughly the requirements of a “silver rating” under the Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) standards set by the U.S. Green Building Council.

According to the USGBC,
buildings account for 39%
of the energy used in the
US., 71% of electricity use
and 39% of C02 emissions.
Thus, the potential that this
legislationhasforimproving
the State’s environment
and economy is profound.
California’s new Green
Building Code comes on the
heels of a green building
ordinance adopted by the San Mateo Board of Supervisors in February 2008. The
ordinance applies to all new residential projects and residential remodels of 50%
or greater and commercial and industrial buildings of 3,000 square feet or more.

Join Roundtable Discussions Online!

By Steve Slomka

In the sixteen years we have been working toward a sustainable San Mateo County,
we have seen acommunity grow up around us, as more people begin to understand
the relationship and interdependence among water, housing, transportation, the
economy and the other indicators we monitor. In the long run, SSMC wants to help
build this movement by sharing information with a larger audience. Tothatend, we
invite you to join a “sister website” to SSMC’s own for an interaction-friendly place
where people can post information or comment on others’ postings themselves.

*  We have posted synopses of our monthly roundtable discussions and urge
you to read them, ask questions or comment.

* On this site, we have published essays on the key sustainability issues that
keep cropping up in our conversations with the cities and sustainability
experts. If you have a contribution you would like to share with the larger
community, let us know. We like participation.

* And finally, on the site, we are publishing Gladwyn’s Corner, a series of
interesting articles from various sources that are edited by and named after
SSMC’s Communications Committee Chair, Gladwyn d’Souza.

Visit www.sustainablesanmateocounty.pbwiki.com to register and participate in
SSMC'’s ongoing discussions.

Join Qur Round
Table Discussions!

Sustainable San Mateo Countq
recenth launched a montl\lq
brown |)ag lunch Round Table
Discussion. The .|u|g discussion
focused on huusing and the
poh'.ntia| pitfa"s that exist for
the Countg should it not address
this glaring need. In Duqust,
the fopic was waler supp|g and
(|('.man(|, and the importance of
conservaflion.

Round rable discussions rake

p|ace at the SSMC olfice,
Bover Rd., & Floor, San Mateo.
Tlmg are  held every third
Tl\ursdag of the month From 2
— lpm. Future discussion leaders
and fopics include:

Septeml)er 18: Enerqy, discussion

Iﬂil(lﬂl' TBA

Ocrober 16: Transpmmtion,
Mark Simon, San Mateo
County Transir District

November 20: Voter
Participatinn, Julia Bort,

Director of the San Mateo
Countg Parks and Recreation
Foundation

December 18: Haahl\cam,
discussion leader TBA

Check

wwwAsusIainal)l('.sanmah'.o‘nrg
for up(lams on the

Round Table Discussions!



SSMC Honored
as “Green
Community
Champion”

Sustainable San Mateo County
“sets a high standard” as a “green
community champion,” according
to the San Francisco Business Times.
SSMC was among 14 winners out of
over 200 nominations at the Business
Times’ first annual Green Business
Awards held at the Fairmont Hotel
in San Francisco on June 12, 2008.
SSMC was the winner in the “Green

Community Champion” category.

Nominated for the award by
Supervisor Jerry Hill, Sustainable
San Mateo County impressed the
six-panel judging team of Bay Area
experts in sustainability with its
trailblazing approach to sustainable
education and advocacy. “With its
vision and community approach to
sustainability,” noted Supervisory
Hill, “Sustainable San Mateo
County has established itself as the
leader in our community. I'm proud

to have nominated them.”

Ruth Peterson, board chair of SSMC
said, “We are absolutely thrilled
about this recognition of our efforts.
After 16 years of educating the
community on the importance of
sustainable thinking and decision-
making, we are heartened to have
SSMC, its staff and volunteers

receive this great honor.”

Autopia Brings Blodlesel to the
Peninsula

What if you could drive a car that released
75% less CO2 than a Toyota Prius, got 50
miles to the gallon using a fuel that had
no petroleum in it, and the fuel was
made in the USA and was completely
renewable? That is probably years away
from happening, right? Wrong, it has —— ‘
been happening since 1892 when Rudolf  Autopia serves clean burning and
Diesel invented the compression engine ~ domestically produced biofuel.

and powered it with peanut oil. Then in 1937, G. Chavanne of the University of
Brussels (Belgium) was granted a patent for a “Procedure for the transformation
of vegetable oils for their uses as fuels.” This appears to be the first account of
the production of what is known as “biodiesel” today.

A new and different filling station has open on Peninsula. Autopia Biofuels sells
biodiesel made from recycled waste vegetable oil. Autopia also sells locally
produced and ordanically produced beer, wine, snacks and “green” gaddets.

Autopia serves only recycled, renewable, clean burning and domestically
produced biofuel that meets American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM)
standards. In addition, Autopia Biofuels strives to sell only biodiesel made from
recycled vegetable oil. Biodiesel sourced in this way is dramatically better for
our environment than biodiesel sourced from corn or sugarcane.

“Autopia is all about making alternative fuel accessible and convenient for
people trying to leave a smaller footprint on the environment,” said Ms. Austin
Mader-Clark, founder of Autopia Biofuels. “Biodiesel can power any diesel
engine. In fact my 2006 Jetta is cleaner burning than a Prius Hybrid; and | get
over 40 miles to the gallon on the freeway.”

Other retailers in the Bay Area include Biofuel Oasis in Berkeley. Coming
soon are DogPatch Biofuels in San Francisco and LC Biofuels in San Anselmo,
Richmond and Truckee. For more information log on to www.autopiabiofuels.
com or visit Autopia at 1025 Railroad Ave., San Mateo.

MIT’s Solar Breakthrough

By Casey Martin

Researchers at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology have hit upon a
simple, inexpensive and highly efficient method of storing solar energy that
will allow home owners to power lights and appliances at night. The process,
an achievement of MIT’s Solar Revolution program, represents a potential
breakthrough for the solar industry, as the intermittency of solar power is
perhaps the primary barrier to it becoming more widespread.

Inspired by the photosynthesis performed in plants, the process uses an
abundant and non-toxic catalyst to split water into hydrogen and oxygen. The
gasses are stored in a fuel cell, where they are then recombined on demand
to provide electricity. An ancillary benefit of the system is that recombining
hydrogen and oxygen produces water that can be fed back into it, creating a
closed-loop energy system.

According to MIT professor of energy Daniel Nocera, the challenge is now how to
integrate this technology into existing intermittent renewable energy systems.
The hope is that this new storage system will make on-site electricity generation
viable, allowing households to take further advantage of burgeoning renewable
energy technolodies.



SAMCEDA Chooses SSMC As Its
Nonprofit Beneficiary

SSMC would like to thank SAMCEDA for again
@ choosing it as the nonprofit beneficiary of
‘x:_w SAMCEDA’s 41% Annual Golf Invitational, held

SﬁLMCEDﬁL on September 8. The Golf Invitational is a
------ === means for SAMCEDA to show its commitment to
the preservation of San Mateo County’s economic, environmental
and socially equitable viability. This donation will go a long way in

helping SSMC achieve its goal of creating a more sustainable San
Mateo County.

Housing, continued from page 2.

A key question facing us is whether we have the personal and
political will, the foresight, and the sense of obligation to base our
housing and land use planning on future needs, rather than just
current wants.

Can we see past our current pre-occupation with traffic impacts
to envision what our communities will need to be like to meet the
major changes and challenges that are rapidly coming our way? Can
we envision a livable, more urban future in which, inevitably, there will
be more traffic, but there will also be many other offsetting benefits?

How Will We Be Judged?

We are entering a very critical moment in history that will put our
character as individuals, as local communities, and as a nation to
some very serious tests as we face the challenges posed by the
structural changes that are rapidly coming our way and affecting
our lives.

How will future generations judge the wisdom, vision, imagination,
courage, and generosity of ourindividual and collective decisions?
The land use planning decisions of this coming year here in the
Bay Area will play a major role in affecting history’s judgments.

For more information on housing:

Threshold 2008 www.Threshold2008.org;

Housing Leadership Council of San Mateo County
www.hlcsmc.org;

San Mateo County Department of Housing’s 21 Elements
www.2lelements.com

Sustainable Business
Workshops a Hit

SSMC'’s Sustainable Business Workshops are designed to provide
businesses with practical knowledge and tools to improve their
bottom lines while saving the planet’s resources. Two recent
workshops, held at the San Carlos Public Library on June 18 and
Intraline, Inc. of Burlingame on August 28, were huge successes,
with over 60 attendees each. Please join us on September 30 for
the next Sustainable Business Workshop, located in Half Moon
Bay (see page 6 for details).

Businesses, elected officials and other community members
gather at Intraline, Inc. in Burlingame.

New Staff and Volunteers

By Ruth Peterson, Board Chair

I hope that by now you all have had a chance to meet and talk
with Tyler Hammer, our Executive Director. The Board decided
to make Tyler the ED after his outstanding performance for a
year as the Executive Administrator. Tyler comes with excellent
credentials, and | encourage you to read his bio on our web site.
He is taking SSMC to new heights.

We hired a new full time Administrator, Casey Martin, who
has more than proven his value in the short time he has been
with us. Casey is currently working on his MBA in Sustainable
Management at the Presidio School of Management in San
Francisco. And Adam Lynch is our new Project Coordinator for
the Indicators Report. He has been working in the environmental
field for 7 years and has a Masters from the Goldman School of
Public Policy. Both of these young men are an impressive and
valued addition to our staff.

Tina King continues with us as our Director of Education and
Outreach. Her bio is also on our web site. Most of you have
probably met her in one of her many presentations to city
councils, staff, and community groups.

We are building our volunteer base with new additions to our
committees. Please contact Tyler if you wish to get involved and
check our web site for other opportunities to spread the word
about sustainability.
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And Your Local Chamber of Commerce Present:

Sustainable Business Morning Program

DATE: Tuesday,
Sept 30th

TIME: 8-9:30am

Location:

Comfort Inn

2950 M. Cabrillo Hwy,
Hall Moon By, CA

Cost of workshop:

FREE!

(Continental Breakfast
Provided)

Sustanabie San Matco
Courty

177 Bovet Road, Gih Floar
San Maleo, CA SS402

Tel: (550) 638-2323
Fax: (B50) 341-1385
wwrw susiainablasanmateo.ong

This moming program will provide your business with practical
knowledge and tools to improve your bottom line while saving the
planet’s resources. Speakers will give a brief overview of available
programs and will then be available for one-on-one discussion.

« Energy Efficiency
« Water Conservation
+ Solid Waste Reduction

Speakers for the Half Moon Bay Event:

« Cathleen Brennan—Coastside Water, Water
Conservation

« Jennifer Varma—Intraline, Energy Conservation

« TBA, Solid Waste Reduction

+ PGA&E, rebates, climate smart & solar installation

« Ken and Sally Coverdell—Blue Sky Designs, Sustain-
able Products

« Terri Reece—Reece Computers, B Certification

Registration Suggested. Open to all business owners
To register or for more information contact Casey Martin at
(650) 63B-2323 or casey@sustainablesanmateo.org

Premiere Sponsor

Pacific Gas and
pelE Electric Company

Co-Hosted By

C

HALF MOON BAY COASTSIDE

LAMIEER D COMUMERCE & VISITORS" BUREAL
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Nomination Form

Note: Do not use this form for Green Building Award nominations. See Green Building information below.

Full name of nominee (individual or group)

If nominee is a group, name and title of nominee’s contact person

Nominee’s address City State Zip

Nominee’s work phone home phone e-mail

Name of person making nomination

address City State Zip

work phone home phone e-mail

On a separate paper, please submit a typed description of why you feel the nominee’s activities enhance sustainability
and should be recognized. PLEASE LIMIT THE TOTAL ANSWER TO ONE PAGE (narratives more than one page will
be returned and not considered)! You may also include information about the nominee’s experience, other awards
or recognition, achievements and/or endorsements. You may attach brochures, news clippings, or other materials
supporting the nomination, though nominees will primarily be judged from the one-page narrative. These materials will
NOT be returned. Nomination information will be verified and may be used for publicity purposes.
Nomination Submission Questions:
Ideal nominees will embody the “3 E’s” of Sustainability. Describe how your nominee is working to ensure the
1) Environmental health, 2) social Equity and 3) Economic prosperity of San Mateo County (sub-headings are
encouraged).
If your nominee excels in one of the 3 aspects of sustainability (e.g. social equity) describe how your nominee goes
above and beyond others in their field; what make them an exceptional leader?
Nominees are encouraged to have an established track record. If your nominee is new in their work, demonstrate
what steps/measures have been taken to ensure the longevity of their project or organization.

Nominations must be received by Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2008
Please complete this nomination form and submit to SSMC, 177 Bovet Road, Sixth Floor, Scn Mateo, CA. 94402
phone (650) 638-2323 « fax (650) 341-1395 ¢ e-mail: advocate@sustalncblescnmateo org

For further information on how to submit an application or for an explanation of the key
elements of sustainability, visit www.sustainablesanmateo.org.

Green Building Award submittals:

Sustainable San Mateo County in partnership with the County of San Mateo, and the American
Institute of Architects San Mateo County Chapter is offering Green Building Awards to the
architect, owner and contractor of excellent examples of sustainable architectural design in San
Mateo County. For more information and for copies of the separate nomination form, go to www.
recycleworks.org. Green Building Award nominations deadline to be announced.
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177 Bovet Road, Sixth Floor
San Mateo, CA 94402

Visit Sustainable San Mateo County on-line at
wwuw.sustainablesanmateo.org

Sustainable San Mateo County

Join Us!
Name

Organization

www.sustainablesanmateo.org Contributions to SSMC are tax deductible.
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[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

N Email

° Address

L4 City State Zip

° Phone

[ ]

[ )

° Phone: E-mail:

[ ]

° Membership Levels (1 Check is enclosed

® d Benefactor $1,000 + | Please invoice me

: J Sustainer $500 3 1do not wish to join now, but

° (1 Sponsor $250 please add me to your email 177 Bovet Road, Sixth Floor

° [ Friend $100 list. San Mateo, CA 94402

o (1 Member $50 [ 1 would like to volunteer 650-638-2323

° . . -

° I Senior/Student $25 - Ido n,Ot wish to jo.m, F’Ut Sustainable San Mateo County (SSMC)
enclosed is my contribution .

° s is a non-profit 501(c)(3).
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